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About the TRiO Programs
To fight the war on poverty, our 
nation made a commitment to provide 
education for all Americans, regardless 
of background or economic 
circumstances. In support of this 
commitment, Congress established 
several programs in 1965 to help those 
from low-income backgrounds and 
families with no previous college 
graduates(first generation). The first 
three programs established were Talent 
Search, Upward Bound, and Student 
Support Services. Thus, they are known 
as the TRiO Programs. 
Since then, other programs have  
been added, including Upward Bound 
Math and Science, Educational 
Opportunity Center, The Training 
Authority, and in 1989, The Ronald E. 
McNair Post-Baccalaureate Achievement 
Program. The goal of all of the programs 
is to provide educational opportunity 
for all.
The Ronald E. McNair 
Post-Baccalaureate Achievement 
Program is designed to prepare highly 
talented undergraduates to pursue 
doctoral degrees. In addition, the goal of 
the program is to increase the number 
of faculty in colleges and universities 
that come from a low-income/first 
generation college background and/or 
are from an ethnic/racial group that is 
under-represented in PhD programs.
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